








Texarkana College was established in 1927 as a public junior college and 
as a branch of the Texarkana, Texas Public School Systems governed by 
the Texarkana Independent School District Board of Trustees. First locat-
ed at 16th and Pine Streets, the campus was comprised of classrooms, 
laboratories, offices, and a gymnasium. The Col-lege experienced a slow 
but steady growth from the 109 students in 1927 until the end of World 
War II at which time it became increasingly apparent that the growth in 
enrollment caused by returning veterans demanded expansion.
 A 1948 bond issue led to the purchase of a new, 20 acre campus 
and construction began in 1950 of an administration building and gym-
nasium. In 1953, the College relocated to its present site on Robison 
Road with an enrollment of 589 students. In 1957, the Texarkana Inde-
pendent School District Board of Trustees voted to “divest itself control, 
management and operation of the Texarkana Junior Col-lege District” and 
to create a separate Board of Trustees for TC. In the 1960s and 70s, the 
College continued to increase annual enrollment and expand services as 
it transitioned from the junior college model to a community college. 

In November 2012, the citizens of Bowie County voted to expand the 
college’s taxing district from its original 16 square mile district to en-
compass the whole county. At the same time TC received designation 
as a Leader College among community colleges in the nation through 
the Achieving the Dream network—a national organization dedicated to 
improving student success and completion in community colleges. Today, 
TC’s beautiful main campus sits on 90 acres and includes a two-acre na-
ture reserve. The College offers academic classes, workforce programs, 
and high quality continuing education. Expansion and growth continue 
with the addition of new programs, partnerships with surrounding school 
districts, and customized training for local businesses and industries. In 
2017-2018, TC celebrated its 90th anniversary and served 8,405 stu-
dents in its academic, workforce, dual credit and continuing education 
pro-grams. The College also held the rank of #1 in the State of Texas for 
having the highest graduation rate for community colleges. As a result of 
its transformative work with students to improve success and comple-
tion, TC won national recognition with the prestigious Leah Meyer Austin 
Award through Achieving the Dream in that same year.

A SHORT HISTORY OF TEXARKANA COLLEGE

In colleges and universities, academic degrees are conferred at commence-
ment exercises. Originally, the term meant the inception of the student 
graduate as a teacher and his recognition as such by his master and other 
members of the profession. Thus, the term once marked an actual begin-
ning.
 The processional and recessional of students and faculty dressed in 
academic regalia is a traditional part of these commencement exercises. 
 The history of academic dress goes back to the medieval universities. 
In the 12th and 13th centuries, when universities were taking form, they 
were under the jurisdiction of the church. Those studying wore a habit or 
cloak to which was attached a cowl or hood which could be pulled up over 
the head or thrown back, according to weather conditions. Later, the gown 
served the dual purpose of providing warmth in the unheated halls as well 
as uniformity of dress.
 The hood seems to have had three uses: a covering, a shoulder cape, 
and a bag for collecting alms. It is believed that when large wigs were worn, 
the cape part of the hood was cut open in front and the entire garment, 
cape and hood proper, was allowed to fall back, producing approximately 
the effect seen today. 

 After wigs went out of fashion, the original shape was not restored. The 
master's hood is longer than the bachelor's, and the doctor's longer than 
the master's.
 Gowns commonly worn in the colleges and universities of this country 
have pointed sleeves for the bachelor's degree, long closed sleeves (with a 
slit for the arm) for the master's degree, and bell-shaped, open sleeves for 
the doctor's degree. 
 The master's and the bachelor's gowns have no trimming. The gown 
for the doctor's degree is faced down the front with black velvet with three 
bars of the same across the sleeves: or these facings and cross bars may 
be of velvet of the color distinctive of the faculty or subject to which the 
degree pertains.
 The cap is an essential part of the academic dress and it is to be re-
tained on the head throughout all academic exercises except during prayer. 
In particular, the cap is not to be removed at any point in the conferment of 
a degree.
 All hoods are lined with silk showing the official colors of the institution 
which conferred the degree, and all are trimmed in specified width with 
velvet signifying the degree as follows:

THE ACADEMIC PROCESSION

Agriculture ......................................................................................Maize
Arts & Letters .................................................................................White
Commerce and Accountancy ............................................................ Drab
Economics ....................................................................................Copper
Education .................................................................................Light Blue
Engineering ..................................................................................Orange
Fine Arts (including Architecture) .....................................................Brown
Forestry ........................................................................................ Russet
Humanities ................................................................................. Crimson
Law...............................................................................................Purple

Library Science ............................................................................. Lemon
Music ...............................................................................................Pink
Nursing ........................................................................................Apricot
Oratory ....................................................................................Silver Gray
Philosophy ................................................................................Dark Blue
Physical Education ................................................................. Sage Green
Public Health ........................................................................Salmon Pink
Science ..............................................................................Golden Yellow
Social Science ................................................................................Citron
Theology ...................................................................................... Scarlet

Texarkana College, 
our hope, our home, our heart.
A place to learn and grow and dream
where bright tomorrows start.

Empowered and inspired
by our future and our past,
we work to build a home for all
and goals achieved at last.

May all who join be blessed
with knowledge, skill and art.
Texarkana College,
Our hope, our home, our heart.

TEXARKANA COLLEGE ANTHEM
Words and arrangement by Mary Scott Goode and Marc-André Bougie


