








Texarkana College was established in 1927 as a public junior 
college and as a branch of the Texarkana, Texas Public School 
Systems governed by the Texarkana Independent School District 
Board of Trustees. First located at 16th and Pine Streets, the 
campus was comprised of classrooms, laboratories, offices, and 
a gymnasium. The Col-lege experienced a slow but steady growth 
from the 109 students in 1927 until the end of World War II at 
which time it became increasingly apparent that the growth in 
enrollment caused by returning veterans demanded expansion.

	 A 1948 bond issue led to the purchase of a new, 20 acre 
campus and construction began in 1950 of an administration 
building and gymnasium. In 1953, the College relocated to 
its present site on Robison Road with an enrollment of 589 
students. In 1957, the Texarkana Independent School District 
Board of Trustees voted to “divest itself control, management 
and operation of the Texarkana Junior Col-lege District” and to 
create a separate Board of Trustees for TC. In the 1960s and 
70s, the College continued to increase annual enrollment and 
expand services as it transitioned from the junior college model 
to a community college. 

	 In November 2012, the citizens of Bowie County voted to 
expand the college’s taxing district from its original 16 square 
mile district to encompass the whole county. At the same time 
TC received designation as a Leader College among community 
colleges in the nation through the Achieving the Dream 
network—a national organization dedicated to improving student 
success and completion in community colleges. Today, TC’s 
beautiful main campus sits on 90 acres and includes a two-acre 
nature reserve. The College offers academic classes, workforce 
programs, and high quality continuing education. Expansion and 
growth continue with the addition of new programs, partnerships 
with surrounding school districts, and customized training for 
local businesses and industries. 
    
 In 2017-2018, TC celebrated its 90th anniversary and served 
8,405 students in its academic, workforce, dual credit and 
continuing education programs. The College also held the rank of 
#1 in the State of Texas for having the highest graduation rate for 
community colleges. As a result of its transformative work with 
students to improve success and completion, TC won national 
recognition with the prestigious Leah Meyer Austin Award through 
Achieving the Dream in that same year.
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Featured Speaker

CHEF SHEILA LYNN
Professor, Program Coordinator and Instructor – Culinary Arts, Associate of Arts in Behavioral Science

Chef Sheila Lynn has been a part of the Texarkana College 
family for 12 years. She is currently in her third year in the 
role of Program Coordinator and Instructor of Texarkana 

College’s Culinary Arts Department. Before this, she served as 
an FCI Instructor, as well as a High School Duel Credit teacher.

Originally from California, Chef Lynn moved to Fouke, AR with 
her family and spent over 20 years in this area, traveling and 
performing with several Gospel and Country groups. She played 
the drums and guitar, and she was a singer and songwriting. 
Chef Lynn moved to Nashville, TN to pursue her passion in 
music. While there, she was able to record and travel, while 
singing, playing, and writing with a number of groups. Chef 
Lynn is a published songwriter and has a number of songs 
recorded.

While in Nashville, she found another passion – cooking. Chef 
Lynn decided to face her fears and go back to school, where 
she earned her Associates Degree in Culinary Arts, enabling 
her to pursue a career as a Chef.

Chef Lynn has served as a Banquet Chef, Catering Chef and 
Executive Chef for several hotels, conventions centers, country 
clubs and restaurants. During this time, she prepared meals 
for a wide variety of politicians and celebrities including: Pres. 
George W. Bush, Vice Pres. Dick Chaney, V. Pres. Al Gore, the 
late Robin Williams, Bon Jovi, The Rolling Stones, ZZ Top, LL 
Cool J, Mary J. Blige, Willie Nelson, and Toby Keith to name a 
few. She also had the opportunity to spend about a year and a 
half cooking for her favorite NFL team, the Tennessee Titans.

After finding success in Nashville, Chef Lynn moved back to the 
Texarkana area to be closer to her family. Through Texarkana 
College, she has found her true passion; perhaps her purpose 
in life; that is to Inspire, to Mentor, to make a difference, and 
to teach her great passion of cooking to Culinary Arts students 
of all ages.

Tonight, Chef Lynn is graduating with an Associate degree in 
Behavioral Science, with plans to pursue her BAAS at TAMUT in 
the Spring 2021 Semester. In doing this, she leads her students 
by example in pursing their dreams, no matter the challenge.
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